The volume before us is characterised rather by the number than the length of the Papers it contains. Hints, remarks, observations, cases, take the place of essays, and of bulky contributions. This is to be expected. A volume which appears twice in the twelve months, must be so filled, or not at all. 
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Medico-chirurgical Review.
[Jan. 1 of the ossification of encysted tumors; by John Dalrymple, Esq, 20. On the anatomical characters of some adventitious structures, being an attempt to point out the relation between the microscopic characters and those which are discernible by the naked eye; by Thomas 40 . In March, the epileptic attacks were more pronounced and were followed by violent spasmodic contractions of the lower extremities. In talking, Mr. G. often repeated ssveral times the principal word in a sentence, or used a different one from what he wished to employ, being aware, the while, of the error.
In the Summer of 1840, Mr. G. complained of much weakness in the back and loins, with pain in the head and nape of the neck. He soon afterwards became unable to walk steadily without support; and, to use the patient's own words, ' he felt as if his body were cut in two, and the lower half falling away from the upper.' Both hands and arms now became very weak, and were soon nearly powerless ; and he also complained of considerable pain about the fourth cervical vertebra, increased in severity on merely bending his head backwards; but this sensation felt however less painful when rotatory motion of the neck was only attempted. In the Autumn, he improved so much as to be able to walk with a staff, and even visit his friends. But after dining out on Christmasday, and ineffectually attempting to walk home through the snow, the symptoms returned in an aggravated form. He entirely lost the use of the legs and arms, then of the muscles of the abdomen and chest, the respiration being solely carried on by the diaphragm. Very active purgatives and strong enemata were required for the bowels, the frequent employment of the catheter for the bladder. The sense of touch was even exaggerated over the body, a draught of cold air being felt with intensity, frequently, Mr. G. complained of intense heat of the surface, when to a by-stander, it seemed cold, and at other times, he had alternations of heat and cold, his skin appearing, the while, to remain of the natural temperature. Having carefully laid open the vertebral column, throughout its whole length, the theca, corresponding to the three or four lower cervical vertebrae, was found to be much distended; and on being cut into, the arachnoid cavity, with the sub-arachnoid tissue, appeared filled with lymph, which evidently had been some time effused : as the membranes were thereby united to each other, and also to the cord. On making a more minute examination of the parts, the adhesions of the membranes to the cord were discovered to be much firmer at its anterior, than posterior portion; indeed they were actually so strong, as to be inseparable from the medulla without rupture. At this particular part, the medulla also appeared larger than usual, felt soft and pulpy to the touch, and on being divided by the knife, its substance seemed to be in an almost diffluent state, infiltrated with serum, but exhibiting a natural colour. For the extent of half an inch above the point just described, the cord had a dusky red tinge, appearing, however, of the ordinary consistence. In 
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Cases in which the lungs were healthy ..
..
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" The reason of the high average of the time that those patients lived in whom the lungs were found diseased, but not inflamed, is, that of ten in that class, three died of phthisis on the thirtieth, fifty-fourth, and seventieth day respectively, after admission into the hospital. If these cases are excepted, we shall find that the remainder lived, on an average, only 8*4 days." 41.
After injuries, or operations, the surgeon should be on the watch for this affection. The stethoscope affords valuable aid, but from the circumstances of the case it is not always easy to apply it to the back of the chest, where the mischief takes place. When the limb is flexed, however, this sensation is less distinct, and the tumor has more the feel of an elastic solid mass, which is pretty moveable, and may be distinctly raised and separated from the bone.
The disease had first attracted attention eight years before. Various means, among others a seton, had been employed in vain. Mr. Liston supposing it a " tumor," possibly a fatty one, determined to cut it out. An exploratory puncture was first made with a knife, which was half turned on its axis. There was venous bleeding to the extent of three ounces.
Then another puncture was made elsewhere, and there was no bleeding. " A free incision was made through the skin to the extent of about four inches. It was not adherent to the deeper parts. The fascia was now divided to an equal extent, and the surface of the tumor exposed. It had much the aspect of a fatty tumor, but its size was evidently much less than before the commencement of the operation. The opinion that the vein had been opened was now seen to be incorrect. " The dissection was commenced on the outer side. The popliteal nerve was soon exposed, and the tumor, which was slightly adherent to it, carefully removed from it. After a troublesome dissection deep into the popliteal space, the tumor was found to be covered by muscle. The dissection was next proceeded with on the inner side, when it was soon found to be in like manner covered by muscular tissue, which was seen to be the semi-membranosus muscle embracing the tumor. During the manipulations necessary in this dissection the tumor has become much smaller than when first exposed on the division of the fascia. The substance of the semi-membranosus muscle was now cut into, and the morbid growth removed. The popliteal artery was not exposed in the course of the dissection. Only one vessel required ligature, and the patient was carried to bed, the wound being covered with lint dipped in cold water. A good deal of blood was necessarily lost during the operation, and the boy was somewhat faint." 124.
Bleeding occurred in the course of three hours, but was arrested by plugging the wound with lint. The wound ultimately did well.
"
On making a section, the tumor was found to consist of a mass of most perfect erectile tissue as large as a hen's egg. This was completely surrounded [Jan. 1 by condensed cellular and fatty fatter. One part of the erectile tissue was more condensed than the rest, possibly where the seton had traversed it." 125.
Mr. Liston makes several remarks upon the case, the essence of which, however, consists in this?that an erectile tumor in the ham was mistaken for a fatty one. The circumstances were such as to render such an error excusable; they who have had anything to do with tumors, occupying deep situations, being too well aware of the uncertainty which attends their diagnosis. As in this instance, the history of the case sometimes rather misleads than assists.
We remember seeing one, in some respects, like this. 
